
in effect Q Some of t,he problems whlch lorere encoun.tered the first year as a

:result of it.s late amlo'Ul1cementhav6 been resolved. However, many school officials

still complai:n of the great amount of work entai1e a. in it,s a.d:ministration •

To be eligible for federal aid under this act a school district must

have at least t:Pxee percent of its pupil population eligible with a nu:merical

minimum of ten pupils. The aid for 1959-60 was set at $189.33 per eligible pupil

in average daily attendance providing the parent lived and worked on federal

property. Only half this figure (01'($94.66) was paid for each pupil in average

daily attendance if the parent lived on federal land, but worked on private

property or vice versa. Public Law 874 is inflexible as it does not take into

consideration the question of a low tax: base. High valuation districts receive

the same a.:i.d per eligible pupil as low valuation di,stricts,.' To remedy this

Jo:tmson O'Malley ftmds have been provided by the Department of the Interior to

supplement Public I,aw 874 payments. The total amo'un't of Public Law 874 payments

received by the schools during 1959-60 inclUding 1958-59 fi.nal payments and

adjustments amowted to $256,,496.00.·J<The estimated Emtitle:m.ent was $274,1l2.53.

During the previous fiscal year a total of $220,,013.00 was paid to Minnesota

souool districts. The schools actually earned $29,425.00 more for a total of

$249,,438.00. The $29,~·25.00 represents the finaJ. and a4justment figure for 1958-59,

but was paid during 1959-60.

A portion of the Public Law 874 pay.m.ents to non-high school d.istricts

will be paid to the county tu.ition fund al).d the county tra"1sportation fun.d as the

entire cost of educating the high school pupils from these districts is borne by

the sta..te and. COmlty. Since only the home district can clatm federal aid for the

eligible high school pupils attending a secondary school in a~ ad.jacent district

it was dee:med just and equitable for the home di.str:i.ct to help d.ef'ray the county·ts

~hare of the tu.ition from Public Law 874 reiiJeipts or as mu.ch of' these receipts as
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wa.s earned by these pupils. This was also true for the county·t s share of the

transportation aid for these same pupils.

Johnson OfMalley Act

There are several schools who cannot qualify for federal aid under )?U1:;>lic

J;,a,w 874 due to the three percent limitation and some due to the ten pupils in

a.ver~e daily attendance minimum. To assist these schools and others whol;leneeds

are not met under Public Law 874 alone, the Bureau of Indian Affairs in the

Department of the Interior allotted $176,000.00 to Minnesota for the 1959..60

qGhool year to meet these needs and to provide funds for administration and

supervision of Indian education. Of this amount $150,049.84 was allotted to ;.

achools with Indian enrollments. The reIW;3.inder was for administration anq Sw;ler..

vision including salaries, office rent, equipment, travel, meals, 100ging, print1~

and connnunication.

fjnrolll1lent ana. Attendance Data For" Eligible Indian Pupils

The elementary Indian enrollment for the year 1959..60 was 1,533 pupils

with, an average daily attendance of 1,251-5. The percent of attendance was 91.94%.

The total secondary school enrollment was 808 for an average daily attendance of

610.16 and a percent of attendance of 87.7%. The tota.l enrollment for grades

1 thru 12 was 2,341 with an average daily a.ttendance of 1,867.66. The percent ot'

attendance for all pupils (grades 1 thru 12) was 89.9%. The number of eligible

Indian eighth grade graduates was 192 and the number of eligible Indian high

school graduates was 81.

An eligible Indian pupil is one who lives on federal land an(\. is one,.fourrth

degree Indian blood or more.

The large drop in the tota.l Indian enrollment for the year 1959-60 over

the:wrevious years was due to two main factors. One was the result of the change

of land status making :many Indians ineligible. The other was due"· to the fa.ct

tnat Indian families were forced to leave the area in search of employment or

better economic opportunities.
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Continued ..Increase in Higher Education

A continued upsurge in interest in higher educati.on on the part of Ind;ian

high school graduates is evidenced by the great increase in applications for

scholarsh:i.p grants. When the program was first inaugurated no one had. to be

r/iilfused aid due to lack of funds. Now the demands exceeds the available scholar..

ship f'1.mds.

A large number of 1960 eligible Indian high school graduates made plans

to continue their education in private and state colleges) schools of nursing, .

vocaticmal schools, Haskell Institute and commerCial schools. This is a res1J,lt

o;t' the state) federal and other scholarship programs. About 66% of the eligible

Indian graduates made such plans;. The trip to the Twin Cities thru the efforts

of the labor union had a beneficial influence in this respect.

Intesration Continues

Now that the new Central Elementary School in Bemidji has been completed

l?lans have been made by the Beltrami County Board of Education to close the Bunk.

Lake s'Jhool au-d transport the pupils to Bemidji. This completes th~ integration

of India.u, pupils in small schools in Beltrami Countv into large;i:' school units.

Mission pu:pils have attended Cass Lake for many years. Redlake remains a: partially

segregated school, but i.ts size and location prevents its integration witb any

other district. There now remains only four one teacher schools with Indian

pupils enrolled 'that have not joined larger adjacent schools. They are in

Mabno:rnen, R\':Jdwood and Becker Counties. Vineland, School District #478 although' .

not a one room school is, howe'ver, 100 percent Indian. This school district,

shoul.d. be annexeo. to Onamia. Since 1940 about 21 schools with mostly Indians

enrolled have been closed an.d the pupils transported to nearby larger schools.

The most recent schools to be closed are Buck Lake, Beltrami. County, with the

pupils transpo!rted.. to Bemi.dji and Inger, Itasca Count;y, 1.rith the elementary
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pupils transported to the Northern Elementary School in Independent School District

#317, Deer River, Itasca County.

Buildins Constructio~

Vineland, School District #478

The addition of a multi-purpose room, a kitchen, and so:me remodeling of the

old. structure ",as cOnr.Pleted at Vineland. <luring the past school year at a cost of

$68,000. The funds for this project were provided by Publio Law 815, Title IV.

,Bed. Lake J.. Soho,ol District #38

This district was allotted $241,300 under Public Law 815, Title IV, for

the construction of an additionito the high school building consisting of two new

science rooms, a business education room, an art room and three regular classrooms.

The present high school building will be remodeled to provide a larger librs,X'y.

The present science room will be remodeled into additional office space for the

administration and supervisory s·taff. Two four-beo.room apartments will be added

to the present apartment building. A 22' x 66' garage and repair shop will also

be built..

Deer River, School District #~17

The Deer River School District #317 was granted $62,320 under Public Law

815, Title IV, for an addition to the Cyprus King Elementary School. This will

help to better serve the Indians in that district.
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TABLE 1

Federal Funds Allotted for School Buj~lding

Construction Under Public Law 815

Dist.
No. School

Period
1245"'50

Period
1950-5:2

Period APproved
1925-60 19:29-60

$666,940.69
$ 92,000.00

. ~eC.\~e;r
J3~J.trami

C~s.~
. Ca..ss
J:~~§ea

~Qmen

~Q:men

~omen

l'fi:Lle Lacs
1'tt11e Lacs
St. Louis
St. Louis

25
38

115
119
317
432
433
434
478
480
707
U.T.

Pine Point
Redlake
Cass Lake
Walker
Deer River
Mahnomen-Beaulieu
Naytahwaush 212,500.00
Waubun
Vineland
Onamia
Nett Lake
Orr

42,000.00

75,000.00 ,
95,703.61 $241,3°0.00

336,000.00
101,000.00
140,000.00 62,300.00
120,000.00

56,000.00
130,000.00
68,000.00

196,699·40
110,000.00

II .. \"

TOTALS $304,500.00 $708,940.69 $l,428,403.01~303,600~oo

N~. In addition to the federal funds for school buildings provided under ;Public
Law 815, $333,500.00 was secured from PUblic Law 804, 76th Congress, OGtober
8, 1940 and Public Law 231, 80th Congress, 1947, $180,000 Public Law 709,
1950 and $881,975.00 from the Construction Division, Bureau of Indian Affairs
or a total of $1,395,475.00. The grand total with funds from Public Law
815 is $4,140,918.00.
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TABLE 2

Statistical Data

Data
A. Financial Data

1. Amovnt, of Contract Una.er
Johnson O'Malley Act

2. A.mount of Federal Funds (JOM)
Allotted to Schools

3. Amount of P. L. 874 Receipts
Allotted to Schools

4. Amount Spent for Administration
and Supervision

~. Puvi1and School Data
1. Number or' Schools
2. !ifumber of Indians Enrolled
3. Percent of Attendance for

Indian Pupils
4. Average Daily Attendance

for Indian Pupils

1958-59

105,000.00

84,696.35

96,435·00

26,498.18**

42***
2,710.. -

89.0

2,141.2

176,000.00

150,049.84

256,496.00*

29,637.74**

41~

2,341-. --

89·9

1,867.66
. ; IJ· I

~ Of this amount $41,296.47 is to be paid for County Tuition and Transportation
for 1958-59 and 1959-60. .

** Includes the salary and~i:Penses of an Ind:ian Ed~cation Guidance Consu.lta.nt
., whQ was employed for the -first time during the school 'Qear 1958-59.
~* 27 of these schools received JOM funds.
****28 of these schools ,re~eived JOM funds.

Achievements Since 1240:
i

!1. AlLthe .Ind:.i.an children ,of compulsory school age (7-16) are now

att.ending school regularly. Indian pupils may attend a classified high sOhool

it they so' desire and must attend. school until they are 16. Bus service in modern

approved vehicles is provided all Indian children, who live beyond waJ.king distance

to school.

2. The schools, with the exception of four one-room schools, are prOVided

with visual education equipment and materials.

3. Adequate instructional materials such as textsl and reference books are

prOVided free.
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4. An. excellent noon lunch is provided free to eligible Indian pupils,

with resulting improvement in the general health of the pupils.

5. The school buildings are well maintained, both inside and outside.

6. Higll school enrol1:ment and attendance has improved considerably.

7. More Indians are completing high school each year.

8. Since 1940 about twenty schools with mostly Irid:Lans enrolled'have:been

closed and the pu.pils transported to nearby larger schools. As of Se);ltember 1,

1960 Buck Lake will be closed and the pupils tr&1sported to Bemidji.

9. All schools are in session nine months and the school day is six hou.rs

long, ~xceJ?t in grades one and two.

10. Each teacher holds a valid teacher t s certificate issued by thE:! State

Pepartment of Education.

11. A full-time GU\idance Counselor was added to the State Department of

Education adIllinistrative staff in 1958 for the purpose of working 'With the Ind:tan

high school pU);lils in an effort to iDIJ?rove attendance and to reduce the number of

Itdrop...outs" .

l2. One school added a kindergarten in the fall of 1959.

;I.3. All of the school buildings with the exception of the four !\?Ural

80b,001s are modern and have excellent equipment and facilities.

14. Much has been done during recent years to prOVide adequate space for

libraries, to iIrq>rove the library services and. to provide the needed library

books and. periodicals.

15. Results of standarized achievement tests indicate satisfactory progress.

Needed ImProvements:
i

1. Better high school attendance by Indian pupils with fewer drop-outs

grades 9...12.

2. Increased. number of Indian high school graduates.

- 24 -



3. Increased opportunities for the Indian high school graduates to ~ecure

h~gher education or vocational training.

4. Planned and supervised recreational opportunities for Ip,<U,an youth aIld

aq:u.:l-.ts.

5. J:m.prove home and school relations and responsibilities.

6. More can be done to improve the desire and need for adult eduoation.

1. More needs to be done to prepare Indian youth for the obligations and

responsibilities of adulthood.

8. The school officials need to work closer with all individuals" organi~a­

t:Lons and institutions inter<i3sted in the social and economic;: welfare of our Indian

J;lopu),ation.

9. A follow-up study of all. Indian youth who have dropped out of nigh

~chool or who have completed the 'Jhigh school course should be made and kept up":

to"'date.

10. Work opportunities for Indian youth on the reservation and off' tbe

rese;rvation should be thoro-ughly studied.
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STATE INDIAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The members of the Indian Affairs Connnission strongly feel that the lopg-

range l!?ol~tion to the problems the Indians face is to be found in educatiOll'

Coni{inued efforts must be made by the State to insure that the Indian papula...

tio:n, of the state has the opportunity and the financial resources to purSu,e

levels of education commensurate with the interests and capabilities of the

students. Young Indians must be properly educated in order that they eventU/3.11y

Jfl8,y leave the Indian reservation or community, find satisfactory emplo~nt, and

t~e their proper place in society.

Considerable progress has been made in recent years in educating the

rndian population. Indian students attend elementary schools and, in inc:reas ...

ing nUJllbers, they are going on to 11igh school. Consequently, each ye~ the

number of qa.pable Indian students w~o might profit fro;m going on to i:nstit'U,"!

tions of higher learning is increasin~. To make it possible for thes~ students

to aec~e training beyond high school, the state scholarship program tor Indians

sD,ould be continued and .expanded.

Scholarship aid is especially in:r,portant to Indian students beeau,se theY

~enerallY' come from families with very little income. Also experience has shown

that ~t is difficult for Indian students to find s~tisfactory eEplo~nt while

attending college. They need to devote full time to their college I:!tu.dies.

Q~tside financial support, su,ch as through state scholarships, plays a cT\lcial

role in providing educational opportunities for the Indians.

~e state scholarship program for Indians was initiated by the 1955

Session of the Legislature (Chapter 613). That session approved a program

of liIcholar~hips for Indians to attend accredited or approved,soboo1s or

bu,f$in~ss, technical or vocational sohools. The soholarships ..are lindted to

In,dian pupils who have one= fourth degree or more Indian blood and who have
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the capabilities to profit from appropriate courses in approved schools. A

scholarship may not exceed eight hundred dollars to any student -during one year

and a student may not receive aid for more than four years.

In the first year of the scholarship program $5,000 was appropriated.

Since then $7,500 has been available for each school year except for the school

year 1958-59 when $10,000 was available. The Governor I s budget request to the

1961 Session of the Legislature is to maintain the level of'aid at $10,000 per

year. On the average about 25 Indian youths are aided, each year at an average

of about $280 for the year.

A new development in the field of educational opportunities for Indians

resulted when the Board of Regents of the University of Minnesot~by resolution,

adopted a policy whereby Indian students will be ad,mitted to the University of

M;iJ;mesota, Morris, free of cnarge for tuition. The site of the Morris branch

wa~,originally an Indian school, and the state, in accepting it from the Federal

Government in 1909,agreed to give free tu.ition to Indian students. This policy

will be continued at the Morris branch.
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